Recursion in aphasia.
This study investigates how aphasic impairment impinges on syntactic and/or semantic recursivity of human language. A series of tests has been conducted with the participation of five Hungarian speaking aphasic subjects and 10 control subjects. Photographs representing simple situations were presented to subjects and questions were asked about them. The responses are supposed to involve formal structural recursion, but they contain semantic-pragmatic operations instead, with 'theory of mind' type embeddings. Aphasic individuals tend to exploit the parallel between 'theory of mind' embeddings and syntactic-structural embeddings in order to avoid formal structural recursion. Formal structural recursion may be more impaired in Broca's aphasia and semantic recursivity may remain selectively unimpaired in this type of aphasia.